New Parkland on the Hill

A stable home for the Saddle Club

Hopesfor anew park on the Hill are coming closer toreality. An agreement
has been reached that would allow King County Parks to buy surplus public
property located around the elementary school from the King County Roads
Department. If the deal closes, a beautiful piece of forest and its trails will be
saved for continued public use. The purchase would remove uncertainty for the
Hollywood Hill Saddle Club asto thefate of itsfacilitiesthere.

Efforts to get the properties into Parks began about 3 years ago. A
collaboration of the Saddle Club, theHollywood Hill Associationand neighbors
quickly found support for the park concept fromwithinthecounty aswell asfrom
Northshore Schools and the City of Woodinville. There was just one hitch:
money. The county hasbeeninaperiod of trying to reduce spending, particularly
for operationsand maintenance, so adding anew park was contrary to that policy.

However, in addition to the desirability of thisproperty for apark, it just so
happened to have a proven tenant to maintain the property. The Saddle Club,
which celebrates its 30th anniversary this year*, has maintained its arena
facilities and connecting trails for decades. With its concerns about increased
mai ntenance costs allayed, the county found funding for the acquisition.

Theagreement will involve only one of thethree parcel sthat are envisioned
as making up the complete park, but it is a strong first step toward that goal.
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—————— King County proposal has potential to greatly alter

rural neighborhoods across King County

Therehasbeenaflurry of activity thispast month over thecounty’ sproposed

In thisissue... code changesrelated to its Rural Economic Strategy (RES). Asthisarticle goes

New Parkland on the Hill to press, the situation remains quite dynamic.
Page 1 Thepurpose of the RES hasbeento identify waysthat the county canloosen
_ restrictionsof useson private property for small homebusinesses. Thispast July,
Rural Economic Strategy the county issued aset of proposed ordinancesthat would have made significant
Page 1 changesin restrictions on what businesses can do in our neighborhoods and on

Letter From the President the farmlands.
Page 2 After careful analysis, the HHA found that, while the basic goal s had merit,
numerous provisions in these proposals could have allowed uses that are
Initiative 933 incompatiblewith residential neighborhoods, agriculture or the maintenance of
Page 3 rural character ingeneral. Or, asit was observed, |oopholesfor devel opment big
Upper Bear Creek enough to drive some very large trucks through.

It was also concerning that these proposalswere on afast track to adoption.

Community Council Whiletheoriginal timeframefor theRESprogramwasto study it throughtheend

Page 4 of theyear, major portionswere al ready being passed on to the council for afinal
21 Acres vote.
Page 5 Quick actionby theHHA , aswell asother groupsandindividual sacrossrural

King County, resultedin“many thoughtful comments” (asExecutive Simsput it
in his letter to the council) on the proposals. These comments offered not just
critiques of the proposal s but al so suggestions asto how the shortcomings could
berectified. The result has been that the Executive has made recommendations
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L etter from the President

Threedecadesof protectingour propertyrights

Thisyear marksthe 30th anniversary of thefounding
of the Hollywood Hill Association. That tenure is a
remarkablefeat for avolunteer community organization.

This organization has been sustained, through the
changes of people and issues, by the recognition that our
community’ sambianceisagem that could belost unless
we continue to protect it. Anyone who has been around
here for a while can give witness to how this character
hasn't come about by chance but by dealing with a
succession of challengeswithasteady goal: protectingthe
rural nature of our neighborhood.

Rural is often thought of asaquaint notion, but there
ismoretoit thanthat. Including forest, farm, pastoral and
residential communities, the diversity of what we de-
scribe as rural encompasses a broad scope of character-
isticsand expectations. But thereisone common denomi-
nator that differentiates rural from urban: lower density
development.

TheHHA' sinfluencein our neighborhood’ sdecision
tostay outsidethe City of Woodinville, thusstayingonthe
rural sideof theUrban Growth Boundary, wasperhapsthe
singlemostinfluential issuethat hasdefined our community’s
character. Simply put, if wewereinsideany city boundary,
we would have to accept much higher density develop-
ments in our neighborhood. For a glimpse of what that
would havemeant, remember that, 30yearsago, Kingsgate
and Hollywood Hill looked remarkably similar. Thisdeci-
sionwasnot anti-city assomethought. Weneed our urban
areasand associated servicesthat contributetothequality
of life. Yet, by preserving our rural communities, we are
all enriched, urban and rural citizens alike, by the open
spaces, fresh food, clean air and the break from the crush
of urban sprawl that our rural areas provide.

While the HHA’ swork has done much to define the
character of our immediate neighborhood, the effects
have spread much farther. We are, certainly, one of the
front lines in regional efforts to contain urban sprawl.
Defending our neighborhood and the farmland in the
valley has set important precedents applicable acrossthe
county and even the state.

Wedonot liveinavacuum, and county policy directed
at far parts of the county can have bigimpactsin our own
backyards. That is why, to protect our property rights
here, it is crucially important for us to be proactively
involvedwith county policy-making.

TheHHA voiceisrespected for having beeninvolved

Continued on Page 5

eee DUCSeee

Check thetop line of your address
label to seeif your duesare current.
If you have not sent in your duesfor
the current year, an envelope and
application form areincluded
in your newdetter.
Dues are $25 per
calendar year.

Visit your community

web site for more on these
and other issues

affecting our community.

www.hollywoodhillassoc.org

YOUR ASSOCIATION

The Hollywood Hill Association is a private, state nonprofit
corporation, formally chartered in 1976. We are an al volunteer,
community based organization, dedicated to the preservation of our
community character.

President
VicePresident
Secretary
Treasurer
Directors

Mike Tanksley: 483-2529

Jan Hunt: 806-0118
Mark Castro: 481-4835
Karen Mackie: 483-0889
Marsha Martin: 883-8561
Lincoln Potter: 481-8382
Ron Baum: 806-8044
Kim Taylor: 806-6991

Website

TheHHA ismanaged by a9-member Board of Directors. Elections
are held by mail each autumn at the time of the HHA annual membership
meeting. Theexisting Board sel ectscandidatesfrom thosevol unteerswho
have demonstrated a willingness to actively contribute to the HHA and
who supportitsgoas. Board meetingsare scheduled for the2nd Thursday
of eechmonthat thehomesof Board members. TheBoardwelcomesHHA
memberswho wish to attend these meetings aslong as prior arrangement
has been made. Because these are business meetings, space availability
and legal issues may require closed meetings from time to time. Contact
any Board member if you are interested in attending.

www.hollywoodhillassoc.org




1-933: A gravethreat to our property rights

The HHA does not generally weigh in on ballot issues, but 1-933 strikes at the core of our ability to protect our
nei ghborhood from devel opment that degradesthe values of our propertiesand community. And itseffectswill gofar
beyond our local area, destroying zoning and costing taxpayers dearly across the state.

Y ou will be hearing alot about 1-933 in the coming months because there is very big out-of-state money pouring
into the campaignto passit. Its' supportershopeto convincevotersthat thisisaWashington-born grassrootsuprising
against overreaching government.

Thereality of [-933isthat itispart of awell-funded effort to crippleland use planning and empower big devel opment
corporations acrossthe nation. Thisyear, the states of |daho, Montana, Nevada, Californiaand Arizonawill befacing
initiativessimilar to Washington’ s1-933, the campaignsof which are being funded by the same deep pocketed sources.
Much of the money being spent to promote 1-933 originatesfrom areal estate mogul, Howie Rich, based in Chicago.
Heisamajor sourceof funding for several groupsbasedin New Y ork and Virginiathat work nationwideto undermine
local zoning and land use planning.

Itishardtooverstatethedestructivenessof 1-933if itispassed by votersin Washington State. Onecanlook to Oregon,
whichisjust beginningtoreaizetheeffectsof asimilarinitiative, called M easure 37, passed | ast year. Themeasurerequires
municipalitiesto pay landownersto abide by the zoning laws. Oregon isestimating that the admini strati on of themeasure
will costtaxpayers$350millionper year, without spending any money touphold zoning. Meanwhile, gravel pitsandindustrial
businessesarespringing upinresidential areasbecausecommunitiescannolonger control their owndestiny. Highdensity
developmentisgoinginon primefarmland with inadequate roads, septic, school or policeinfrastructure. Lessthanayear
after its passage, Oregonians are lining up to attest that M-37’ s effects go far beyond what they were led to believe they
werevoting for. And 1-933 will have much more sweeping effectsherethan M-37 ishavingin Oregon. First, it will apply
to citiesaswell asrural areas. Second, it is retroactive to 1996, before many cities were even incorporated.

Some peoplebelievel-933 will protect them from abuse of eminent domainlaws, but it doesnothing inthisregard.
[-933 is not intended to make regulations more workable and fair but to prevent them entirely. The Hollywood Hill
Assaociation has added our endorsement to the impressive list of supporters of the No On 933 campaign. For more
information, visit: www.Noon933.org.

New Parkland on the Hill
Continued from Page 1

Andit putsoff indefinitely thethreat that thisone-timeopportunity could belostif Roadshadto sell theland out of public
ownership.

Several yearsago, the county Roadsdepartment, owner of theland, decided that the“Woodinville pit site” wasno
longer needed and surplussedit. Thismeant that, under statelaw, unlessanother publicusewasfoundfirst, thesitewould
be sold to the highest bidder.

It was quickly recognized that the properties were wonderfully situated to become a park. Wrapping around the
elementary school, Road’ sthreeparcel sincludeasteep hillside, amaturing forest, key componentsof theneighborhood
trail system and the Saddle Club facilities. The land also creates a buffer for surrounding neighborhoods.

The agreement, that hopefully will close later thisyear, will have Parks purchase the 7 acre parcel containing the
arenaaswell asthehillsideand trailsabove. Whilethisfallsshort of getting afull 31 acrepark, itisstill good newsfor
several reasons. First isthat it will save the Saddle Club which will certainly be the anchor tenant of any park there.
Second, Roads has decided that it is, once again, using the pit site behind the school for storage and does not need to
surplusit at thistime. What thismeansisthat theimmediate threat of 10sing the property and itstrailsto public use has
been removed. (Thepit siteitself isoff limits, but thewoodsandtrailsaround it are accessible.) And thereisnow more
time to work with Parks to secure the two other parcels to complete the larger vision.

Thisrecent progressisvery encouraging, and wearewatchingto seeit finalized. Oncethat occurs, the Saddle Club
location will have long term stability and can implement plansto reinvigorate its facilities. And we hope to take the
resulting momentum forward and eventually compl ete the park by including the two other parcels.

*Both the HH Saddle Club and the HH A ssociation wereformed in 1976; offspring of the original Hollywood Hill
Improvement Club ~
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Upper Bear Creek Community Council

The“Welcome to Upper Bear Creek Community” signs that appeared afew years ago had many Hill residents
questioning their appropriateness, noting that Bear Creek is on the eastern side of Avondale Road and “ Upper Bear
Creek” describes a specific neighborhood, just as does the name “Hollywood Hill.” Here's the scoop.

In the late 1990’ s, King County developed the concept of Unincorporated Area Councils (UACs) to improve
communication between residents, businesses and organi zationsin unincorporated areas* with county government.
The Upper Bear Creek Community Council (UBCC) is the name of the local UAC formed in 1999 as part of that
program.

Theboundaries of the UBCC' scharter cover the general area between the Sammamish and Snoqualmie Rivers,
and from north of Redmond to the Snohomish County line. Bear Creek itself wrapsaround the east side of our hill and
isatributary to the Sammamish Watershed.

To date, there have been 5 UACsformed in various parts of Rural King County. There are still somerural parts
of the county that have not formed a UAC.

The UBCC has been quite active. In addition to hosting monthly community forums, it wasinstrumental in the
restoration of Cottage Lake Park and is one of the sponsors of the free Music in the Park series there.

The UBCC'sforumsare held at 7:30 pm on the 4th Tuesday of most months at the Woodinville Water District
Offices, 17238 N. E. Woodinville/Duvall Road. The meetings are always interesting, informative and provide an
opportunity to addressawidevariety of rural interests. Theforumsalso bring peopletogether inaway that isseldom
possibleotherwise. For moreinformation contact Nancy Stafford at 788-5841, Geoff Clayton at 486-3206, or visit the
website at www.upperbearcreek.com.

Comment

Beingclosely involvedin Rural county issues, theHollywood Hill Association observesthat thecountywideUAC
program has been agood step in the right direction but that it still needs some work to fulfill its potential to evenly
represent rural residents and communities across the county.

For instance, some of the UACs hold elections, and their board members are considered formal representatives
of local communities while others, such as UBCC, provide a public forum and do not present themselves as formal
representatives of their communities. And several rural areas have no UAC at all.

The time seems right for the UAC concept to take the next steps toward supporting consistent representation
acrossall of Rural King County. Thiswould involveimplementing astandard of representation asto whether UACs
aretobeor nottobeformal representativesof their communities. If thestandardisto beformal representationcomplete
with elected representatives, then al areas of the rural county should have a UAC.

* Unincorporated areasincludethe parts of the county that are not incorporatedinto cities. Thisincludesall of the
Rural areasand afew remai ning placesthat arewithinthe Urban Growth Boundary but not part of any city. Thecounty
is encouraging cities to annex the remaining unincorporated Urban areas.

Rural Economic Strategy

Continued from Page 1

to the council for changes to the proposals. Those changes appear to address most, if not all, of our concerns.

The situation gets a bit complicated here, but, in a nutshell, for the council to adopt the executive's latest
recommendations, which we find far more acceptable than the originals, one or more councilmember (s) need to
sponsor these latest proposals. It isour hopethat our council member, Kathy Lambert, will step forward asasponsor
of the executive's latest recommendations. By the time this reaches you, we will know how this stage has gone.

For more information on what has been proposed and copies of the HHA’s comments and responses, visit our
websiteand follow thelink to“ Rursl Economic Strategies’. And consider subscribing to our email list to get alertson
such fast moving issues (see page 6).

ﬁ
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GROWING WASHINGTON
PARTNERSWITH 21 ACRES

Woodinville, WA—Growing Washington, an agri cul turebased charitabl e organizationinthe State of Washington,
has partnered with 21 Acresin Woodinville to provide hands on learning opportunities for new farmers.

A two acre areain the Back 18 Farm at 21 Acresis being prepped and readied for agricultural production in
preparation for growing prior to the start of the new school year. Growing Washington's Farm to Cafeteria Project
provided six schoolsinthe Puget Sound areawith salad barslast year. All participantsin thisfarm to school program
reaped benefits: increased small farm sal es; student education on farming and food systems; and, improved quality of
food in school cafeterias.

21 Acresand Growing Washington arereaching out to small farmersand increasing both the quantity and quality
of farm products avail ablein the community. The partnership reflects both organlzatlons effi C|ency and support of
sustainable, prosperous agriculturein ‘ v o / ' ey
the Sammamish Valley.

Hometo the Community Gardens
and the future, “Fresh Market Hall,”
21 Acres continues its development
throughthesecommunity partnerships
andvolunteer organizations. Thesiteis
located just south of Woodinvillecity
limits off Northeast 171st Street, next
to Zante Farm.

For more information about
21 Acres, visit www.21Acres.org or
e-mail: generalinfo@2lacres.org.

Letter from the President
Continued from Page 2

in many important issues, starting in
the 1970’ swithitsspearheading of the
movement for minimumlot sizesinthe
rural areas right up to current issues
such asthe proposed Rural Economic
Strategy (see article page 1).

With the pressures of growth con-
tinuing unabated into the foreseeable
future, the vigilance of the HHA is
needed now as much as ever. We can
accommodate the inevitable growth
and still retainthe qualities of lifethat
attracted us here as long as people
concerned with their community con-
tinueto step up to take an activeinter-
est. The HHA provides agreat oppor-
tunity to participate.

-Mike Tanksley 21 Acres, volunteer student work crew on the job. -Photo by Lincoln Potter
)
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Hollywood Hill Association
P.O. Box 404
Woodinville, WA 98072

CHECK YOUR LABEL -- ARE YOUR DUES CURRENT?

Meet the Candidates
at our Annual Meeting

Candidates for local state offices will join us at our annual meeting to
introduce themselves and answer your questions. We will also be discussing a
number of issuesthat may affect our neighborhood. Pleasejoin uson October 18
at 7pm at the WillowsLodge, locatedin thevalley on NE 145th Street next tothe
Red Hook Brewery.

E-NewsfromtheHHA

We are continuing to build an email list for anyone who would liketo receive
the newsl etter electronically and for disseminating timely alerts about eventsthat
affect our community. Rest assured that the list will remain confidential and that
wewill minimizecommunity notices. If youwouldliketobeonthelist, send anote
to our webmaster at: taylorfamilyfive@comcast.net




